
Senior
therapist 

Advanced aesthetic
practitioner

Advanced aesthetic
practitioner

Senior spa 
therapist 

Assistant
receptionist 

Assistant
salon technician

Spa manager

Advanced aesthetic
clinic manager

Salon manager 

Junior salon/freelance
make-up artist 

Beauty retail consultant

Salon
technician 

Junior salon
receptionist 

Junior spa
therapist 

Junior beauty
therapist 

Junior nail
technician 

Freelance/mobile
nail technician 

Freelance mobile
beauty therapist 

Hospital/care
home beauty therapist

Cruise ship
beauty spa therapist

Retail sales consultant 

Product distributor
and trainer

Freelance 
massage therapist

Spa therapist
(destination/day spa) 

Occasion
make-up artist

Media/theatre
make-up artist 

Fashion/session
make-up artist 

Freelance bridal
make-up artist 

Level 2 Qualifications

Senior nail 
technician

Level 4 Qualifications

Level 5 Qualifications

Salon trainer 

Advanced aesthetic trainer

Level 1 VRQ Qualifications

Level 1 Traineeships

Internal Quality Assurer (IQA)
External Quality Assurer (EQA) 
VTCT Level 4 
IQA/EQA Qualifications

VTCT Level 3 Award in
Education and Training

VTCT Level 4 Certificate
in Education and Training

Lecturer

VTCT Level 3 
Assessor Qualifications

Assessor

Level 3 Qualifications

Level 3 Technical Levels

Level 3 VRQ/NVQ/SVQ 

Level 3 Apprenticeships

Qualifications
Level 2 Technical Certificates

Level 2 Traineeships
VTCT Level 2 Skills Qualifications

Level 2 Apprenticeships

Level 2 VRQ/NVQ/SVQ 
Qualifications

VTCT Level 5 Diploma
in Education and Training 

Level 1 Qualifications

Smarter support for brighter futures 

Beauty, Nails & Spa  
Career Paths

Level 1 Beauty, Nail & Spa Therapy route
Level 2 Beauty therapy, make-up, nails route
Level 3 Beauty therapy route

Key
Level 4 Beauty & Spa Therapy route
Level 5 Advanced Aesthetics Route
Progression qualifications

Level 3 Nails route
Level 3 Make-up route
Level 3 Spa therapy or massage route

Education & Training sector 
Combined Hairdressing & Beauty sector 


